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CONFIDENTIAL HONG KONG 14464 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT PINR CH 

SUBJECT: TENG'S RETURN CAUSING PROBLEMS? 

REF: A) HONG KONG 14025 B) HONG KONG 13815 C) HONG KONG 12453 

1 . DESPITE INCREASING SIGNS THAT THE REHABILITATION OF TENG 
HSIAO-PING TO HIGH-LEVEL LEADERSHIP RESPONSIBILITIES IS ONLY 
A MATTER OF TIME (REFTELS), A NUMBER OF RECENT SIGNS COULD 
INDICATE RESISTANCE TO TENG'S RETURN OR AT LEAST QUESTIONING 
OF WHAT ROLE HE SHOULD PLAY IN THE NEW LEADERSHIP LINEUP, THE 
SOMEWHAT ANTI-CLIMATIC NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS MEETING 
(HK 14067) SUGGESTS THAT THERE MAY STILL BE SOME SERIOUS 
QUESTIONS ABOUT WHO WILL FILL THE TOP LEADERSHIP POSTS 
(STATE 297515). 

2. INDICATORS THAT TENG'S RETURN MAY NOT BE COMPLETELY 
WELCOME IN PEKING INCLUDE: 

— WU TEH'S NOVEMBER 30 NPC SPEECH CALLING FOR A CONTINUATION 
OF THE CRITICISM OF TENG (HK 13956); 
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—KWEICHOW'S DECEMBER 6 MASS RALLY CALL TO "CRITICIZE TENG 
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IN DEPTH;" 

— KIANGSU'S NOVEMBER 3-24 REVOLUTIONARY COMMITTEE PLENUM 
EXHORTATION TO CONTINUE TO CRITICIZE TENG WHICH ALSO CALLED 
ON CADRES TO TAKE A "PROPER ATTITUDE" TOWARD CRITICISM OF TENG; 

— TSINGHAI'S PARTY SECRETARIES' MEETING AND KIANGSU'S 
NOVEMBER 22-27 LEARNING FROM TACHING CONFERENCE LEGITIMIZED 
THE CAMPAIGN TO CRITICIZE TENG AS INITIATED BY MAO AND NOTED 
THAT COMRADE HUA HAD CARRIED OUT THESE INSTRUCTIONS PROPERLY 
AND MADE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE CRITICISM TO BE CARRIED OUT. 
HUNAN'S PARTY PROPAGANDA CONFERENCE SIMPLY STATED THAT 
CRITICISM OF TENG MUST BE CONTINUED ACCORDING TO MAO'S 
INSTRUCTIONS. 

3. CENTRAL INSTRUCTIONS WHICH FOLLOWED A RECENTLY CONCLUDED 
NATION-WIDE PROPAGANDA CONFERENCE APPARENTLY SET DOWN SPECIFIC 
WAYS TO HANDLE THE TENG CRITICISM CASE. THE INSTRUCTIONS CALL 
FOR A CONTINUATION OF CRITICISM OF TENG BUT WITHIN THE CONTEXT 
OF CHAIRMAN MAO'S ORIGINAL INTENT NOT TO STRUGGLE TENG TO 
DEATH (REFTELS A & B). THE SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF SCIENCE NEWS 
CONTAINS SOME SPECIFIC NOTES ON REFERENCES TO CRITICISM OF 
TENG IN ITS ARTICLES (AFP PEKING DECEMBER 12). NEVERTHELESS, 
RESUMPTION OF EVEN LIMITED CRITICISM AFTER ITS EARLIER 
ABANDONMENT INDICATES THAT THERE ARE STILL PEOPLE WHO WOULD 
PREFER TENG NOT TO RETURN TOO SOON. 

3. THE CONSTANT PRAISE OF CHAIRMAN HUA AND THE PERSONAL 
ADULATION WHICH HAS GROWN UP AROUND HIM IN RECENT WEEKS 
SUGGESTS MORE THAN JUST AN ATTEMPT TO BUILD UP AN UNKNOWN 
FIGURE FOR THE CHINESE MASSES. ELEVATION OF HUA ABOVE THE 
PARTY CENTER AS THE EPITOME OF THE PROLETARIAN LEADER ALSO 
PUTS THOSE ARGUING FOR A SENIOR POST FOR TENG IN A DIFFICULT 
POSITION. SIMILARLY, THE PLA'S FREQUENT SUPPORT FOR THE NEW 
CHAIRMAN SUGGESTS AN EFFORT TO DEMONSTRATE THAT HUA IS THE MAN 
TO WHOM "EVERYONE" MUST BE LOYAL. REWRITING RECENT PARTY 
HISTORY - INCLUDING HUA'S PRE-EMINENCE IN LAST YEAR'S 
TACHAI CONFERENCE - AND THE ARGUMENT THAT OTHERS WERE 
RESPONSIBLE FOR TENG'S PROGRAMS IN 1975 SUGGESTS THAT THERE 
COULD BE AN EFFORT TO DISSOCIATE TENG FROM POLICIES WHICH 
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THE REGIME STILL DESIRES TO PROMOTE. 
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